PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY
HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET

Survey #: P.G. #81B-7 Building Date: ca, 1871-1878

Building Name: The William H. Townshend House

Location: 12804 Windbrook Drive, Brandywine, Maryland 20613

Private/Residence/Occupied/Good/Inaccessible

Description:

The William H. Townshend House is situated on a hill overlooking Windbrook
Drive and a subdivision to its west, and a wooded area to the north and east.
The house is a two story frame building, three-by-two bays with a two story,
three bay shed roof north addition. The main block has a gable roof with a
central cross gable and rests on a brick foundation. The three bay south
(main) facade has central entrance with four-light sidelights over wainscot
panels, and a four-light transom. A one story screened porch across the facade
has chamfered wood posts and jig-sawn brackets. The porch wraps around the
west side of the building and continues across the west facade, enclosing the
west section. Windows on the facade are 6/6 double hung sashs with louvered
shutters and plain wood surrounds. The house is sided with wood-grained
asphalt shingle, painted white. The cross gable has a four light, round arch
window. The east and west gable ends of the main block are one bay. The north
(rear) facade is covered by the two story, three bay shed roof wing. The wing
is set on a rusticated cement block foundation. There are two white painted,
interior corbelled brick chimneys, one east and one west of the facade center
on the shallow slope of the wing roof.

Significance:

The William H. Townshend House was built between 1871 and 1878 by William
Henry Townshend, a farmer and member of a family of longstanding in southern
Prince Georgfe's County. The house is still owned by members of the Townshend
family. The house originally stood on a 225 acre farm. It now occupies one
acre on the east side of Windbrook Drive with a subdivision to the west of the
road. The house is a handsome example of vernacular farmhouses built in the
County in the late 19th century. Characteristics it shares with houses of the
period include its two story frame construction, rectangular plan, central
cross gable and facade-wide one story entrance porch. The William H. Townshend
house is unusual for its large size (it is a ten-room dwelling). It is in good
repair and with its white color and red outbuildings situated on a hillside
overlooking Windbrook Drive, it is a local landmark.

Acreage: 1 acre




Survey No.‘: G- 81B-7

Magi No.

Maryland Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes _ no

1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic William H. Townshend House

and/or common Wﬂ]iam H. TownShend HOuse

2. Location
12804 Windbrook Drive

street & number — not for publication

city, town Brandywine —_ vicinity of congressional district 5
3 ]
state Maryland county Prince George's
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— district — public — = occupied — agriculture —_ museum
X building(s) _X_ private —___unoccupied —__ commercial —__park
— structure — both — work in progress — educational X__ private residence
—_ site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment —religious
- ____ object —_in process —yes: restricted — government —_ scientific
— being considered - yes: unrestricted — industrial — transportation
__Xnot applicable X po —_ military ___other:

4- owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Harold C. Townshend, Jr.
street & number 12804 Windbrook Drive telephone no.:
city, town Brandywine state and zip code Md. 20613

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. ~ Prince George's County Courthouse liber 1602

street & number Main Street folio 982
city, town Upper Marlboro state Md.
6. Representation in Existing uistorical surveys
title Historic Sites and District Survey
1981 X
date —federal ___state __ ‘county ___ local

History Division - MNCPPC
Jepository for survey records

city, town Riverdale state Md.




7. Description Survey No'& 81B-7

Condition Check one Check one

_— excellent ___ deteriorated __ Xunaltered X original site

X gqod ____ruins ____ altered ____moved date of move
— fair ____ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The William H. Townshend House is situated on a hill overlooking open
fields to its south, and Windbrook Drive to its west. There is wooded area
to the north and east of the house, and a subdivision to the west. The
house is two stories, of frame, three-by-two bays. It has a rectangular
main block with a two story, three bay shed roof north addition. The main
block has a gable roof with a central cross gable and rests on a brick
foundation.

The three bay south (main) facade has a central entrance with four-
light sidelights over wainscot panels, and a four-light transom. There is
a one story screened porch across the facade. Its chamfered wood posts and
jig-sawn brackets are unpainted on the side facing outward, indicating that
the porch screening was probably installed at the same time as the porch.
The porch wraps around the west side of the building and continues across
the west facade. Its west section has been enclosed. Windows on the
facade are 6/6 double hung sash with louvered shutters and plain wood
surrounds. The house is sided with wood-grained asphalt shingle, painted
white. A cross gable centered above the entrance has a four-light, round-
arch window.

The east and west gable ends of the main block are one bay wide. The
north (rear) facade is covered by the two-story, three bay shed roof wing.
The wing has 2/2 double hung sash windows on the second story and 6/6
windows on the first story, all with louvered shutters. The wing is set on
a rusticated cement block foundation. There is a bulkhead cellar entrance
in a third bay. There are two interior corbelled brick chimneys painted
white, one east and one west of the facade center on the shallow north
slope of the roof of the wing.

There are two outbuildings of modern construction north of the house,
and two older frame sheds to the east. All of the outbuildings are painted
red and in good repair. There is a large out-door dog pen to the east of
the house.



8. Significance Survey No. fG-81B-7

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
__mwMMc__JMWmemmmh__JmmmmmmMQ —— landscape architecture ____ religion
_.——1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic ___ conservation — law —__ science
— 1500-1599 _ ~ agriculture —___economics —_literature — sculpture
——1600-1699 _ X architecture —__ education —__ millitary ____soclal/
— 17001799 ___ art —__engineering — _ music humanitarian
_X 1800-1899 ___ commerce —— exploration/settlement ___ philosophy — theater
— 1900~ — _ communications — industry —— politics/government ____ transportation
____invention Z__ other (specify)
local history
Specific dates ca. 1871-78 Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: A _B _C _D
. and/or
Applicable Exception: A _B _C _D _E _F G
Level of Significance: _ national __ state __local

Prepare both a summary bparagraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

#8.

The William H. Townshend House was built between 1871 and 18781 by
William Henry Townshend, a farmer and member of a family of longstanding in
southern Prince George's Countyz. The house is still owned by members of
the Townshend family. The house originally stood on a 225 acre farm.3

The house is a handsome example of vernacular farmhouses built in the
County in the late nineteenth century. Characteristics it shares with
houses of the period include its two story frame construction, rectangular
plan, center front cross gable and facade-wide one story entrance porch.
The William H. Townshend house is unusual for its large size (it is a
ten-room dwelling), and for being owned by one family for over 100 years.
It is in good repair and with its white color and red outbuildings situated
on a hillside overlooking Windbrook Drive, it is a local landmark.

Notes:

T Tax Assessment, Prince George's County, 5th District, 1871, 11055;

G.M. Hopkins Atlas of Fifteen Miles Around Washington Including County of
Prince George's MaryTand, 1878, reprinted Prince George's County Historical
Society, 1975, pg. 19.

2 United States Census, Prince George's County, 5th Election District;
Stones and Bones: Cemetery Records of Prince George's County, Prince
George's County Genealogical Society, Inc., Bowie, Maryland, 1984.

3 Ibid. #1. Tax Assessments.,



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No!C- 81B-

7

See Footnotes #8

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominatedsroperty 1 acre Map 133C-4 p.39

Quadrangle name iscataway B Quadrangle scale
UTM References do NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

namet/titie Marina King, Architectural Historian

organization Historic Preservation Commission date August 1985
street & number 14745 Govenor Oden Bowie Drive telephone  952-3921
city or town Upper Marlboro state  Md.

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438
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[10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COOROINATES

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

OEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PRopERTY |0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
GORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUOE ‘LCNGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Sasconds
NW ° . - o . - o » - ° . -
NE ° . - ° . .
SE o ] L] (- v -
5w Q v » (-] ’ [ ]
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATEO PROPERTY:
‘Acreage Justification:
!
:11. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME AND TITLE: .
Christopher Owens, Park Historian
ORGANIZATION OATE
M-NCPPC 1 Aug 74

STREET ANO NUMBER:

8787 Georgia Avenue

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Silver Spring Maryland

2.

Significance of this property is:
National {7} State [} Local [

Signature

“Jstate Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)
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#19305
27 May 1969
Admin, File

1602:582
24 April 1953
Deed

6.S.0. 2:192
23 May 1950
Will

HB 6:1
6 Dec. 1871
Deed

H.B. 4:186
13 Dec. 1870
Deed

Chain of Title

William H. Townshend House
P.G. #81B-7

Catherine Clagett Townshend died intestate. Possessed
a two-story frame dwelling, 6 rooms first floor, four
rooms second. Termite infested, of little value.
29.78 acres on Floral Park and Thrift Roads.

Helen K. Townshend, widow of Edgar Clayton Townshend,
to Harold C. Townshend and Catherine Clagett Townshend,
his wife, 234 acres, all of the same land inherited
from Edgar Clayton Townshend.

Edgar Clayton Townshend left all property, which
included 166.9 acres in Brandywine district, to his
wife Helen Kirby Townshend.

T. Boyd Edelen and wife to William H. Townshend. For
$1 grantors give specific boundaries of a parcel they
conveyed for $1,800 on 13 Dec. 1870, H.B. 4:186 to
Townshend. Parcel contains 100 acres, known as
Leiper's Ford - begins where road Marlboro to Piscat-
away crosses Butler's Branch - bounded by land already
owned by Townshend and etc.

T. Boyd Edelen and wife to William H. Townshend. In
consideration of Townshend's note, payable in 6 months
with interest for $1,500 plus $300, grantor conveys a
tract of land on north side of main road. Conveyed to
Edelen by John Hamilton - 18 Nov. 1870, H.B. 4:118.
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P. G. #81B-7
William H. Townshend House
Prince George's County, Maryland
Marina King
May 1985
South elevation
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD.






P.G. #81B-7
William H. Townshend House
Prince George's County, Maryland
Marina King
May 1985
Northwest elevation
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD.






P.G. #81B-7
William H. Townshend House
Prince George's County, Maryland
Marina King
May 1985
North elevation
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD.
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